Discussion 4. Legal Aspects week 7


Aitchison, Will (2015). The rights of law enforcement officers (7th edition).  Labor Relations Information System.  ISBN-13:  978-1-88060729-9. 

· Read Chapter 8 in the Aitchison book
· Read Chapter 9 in the Aitchison book
· Read Chapter 10 in the Aitchison book


An accountant in a Sheriff’s office was retaliated against for speaking to a local newspaper about the Sheriff using agency money to go on private vacations with his family. The accountant provided the newspaper with evidence to support his statement. The Sheriff contended that the accountant was not protected by the First Amendment as the matter related to his job-related duties. Is the accountant’s speech protected by the First Amendment or not? Why or why not? Please point to various aspects of the assigned readings for this week to support your point of view. Next, please point to one aspect of the assigned readings that you found to be of particular interest. Be sure to explain why you found the point to be salient to the topic at hand. Please try to discuss aspects of the readings that have not already been alluded to by your peers. Finally, please come up with one original critical thinking question for your classmates. It should be evident from reading the question that you have a solid understanding of the course material for this week. Be sure to answer at least one of the questions posed by one of your peers. You will thus have a minimum of two follow-up comments besides your original post.
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APPENDIX 1
CRIJ 5340
DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENT RUBRIC


Grading Criteria/Rubric:
	Discussion Topic
	Percentage Points  
Possible

	Content: 
[answer the question with thought and detail, well-supported, in the student’s own words, with little or no material borrowed from the assigned course readings, and no material borrowed from other sources]
	30%

	Peer Responses: 
[read and respond to the discussions of at least two peers with thoughtful and detailed comment (not just "good post" or something similar)
	20%

	Writing Mechanics: 
[length: Approximately 450 words on the main response post, grammar/punctuation/spelling] 
	20%

	Originality:
Is the student approaching the topic from an original angle? Is he/she providing a unique scholarly analysis? Is the argument well-constructed? It should also be evident that the student is clearly engaged in the online discussion and making a significant contribution (rather than merely waiting until the last day to quickly post the required amount of comments).
	
30%

	Total Percentage Points Possible per Topic:
	100%
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